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ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). AN HISTORICAL AND EXCEPTIONALLY
IMPORTANT ARCHIVE OF ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT MAPS OF PROPOSED
CANAL ROUTES THROUGH THE STATE OF MARYLAND FROM VIRGINIA TO
DELAWARE, to accompany the “Report of the Engineer & Geologist, in relation to the
New Map, to the Executive of Maryland”, Annapolis: William, M’Neir, 1836.
[Baltimore:] Topographical Office, December 1835. $650,000

“INTERESTS OF VAST EXTENT AND IMPORTANCE” (Alexander, page 4)

In 1833 Alexander had been commissioned by the General Assembly of Maryland to
“examine and collect information, and report to the next General Assembly a plan and
drawing for a complete Map of Maryland and to make such surveys as may be required
for the purpose of exhibiting the prominent geographical and topographical features of
the country, and also to collect such statistical information as will be useful” (“Report...”,
1834). By the end of 1834 the same commission had asked him to put aside that work in
order to concentrate on “several works of proposed internal improvement, which either
had already engaged, or were expected during the season just past to occupy his care and
attention... in carrying into effect the resolutions, and prosecuting the surveys for the
respective works, has spared neither personal toil, nor studious investigation” (Alexander,
page 3).

This was essentially a series of surveys for a network of proposed canals linking the
states of Virginia, Maryland and Delaware by A Joint Board of Commissioners of the
States of Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, which Alexander undertook on behalf of
Maryland. Neither Virginia nor Delaware considered further work in their states
necessary, and so by the end of 1835 the whole commission was dropped.

In his “Report of the Engineer & Geologist, in relation to the New Map, to the Executive
of Maryland” published in Annapolis in 1836, Alexander explains his commission,
details the work he has accomplished and makes very clear his disgust and displeasure at
having wasted a year’s work on a project likely never to be completed, especially when
he could have been progressing towards the completion of the much needed new map of
Maryland.

CAPE CHARLES AND LEWES CANAL

Alexander presents the surveys in the order in which he accomplished them. The first was
the proposed route of the Cape Charles and Lewes Canal. Of the 6 maps he presented for
this survey 4 are present: “These maps are all labelled in the margin, and numbered
progressively from No. 1 to No. 6, inclusive. Copies of all these maps had also been
made by the Undersigned [Alexander], for the use of the other Commissioners [ie
Virginia and Delaware]” (Alexander, page 5).
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ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). Cape Charles and Lewes Canal. Map No. 1.
[Baltimore:] Topographical Office. [Map] No. 2. Dec.r 1835.

Single sheet (11 x 38 4/8 inches). A fine, detailed and accurate original manuscript map
drawn in pen and black and red ink, showing the proposed route of the Cape Charles and
Lewes Canal along Herring Creek to Trap Creek in red ink, and noting numerous
homesteads, roads, and contour lines for the creeks. Signed by “J.H. Alexander” lower
right.

Provenance: Probable gift of Mrs Phillip T. Tyson to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
in January of 1878; deposited at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore from 1937, with
their ink stamp in the lower right-hand corner and their 20th-century shelfmarks: Md.
TH396 C3A6 Map and Md. Map X835 M1 .E3 P53 1835 Part 1.

The second map used to illustrate Alexander’s report of 1835, of which he writes: “A
Map of the line run to ascertain the direction of the Canal in the neighbourhood of Berlin
— from Ayre’s mill, at the head of Trap creek, to the head of Herring creek. This is the
only work of construction actually necessary in Maryland. The location was established
only so far as to enable the Commissioners to make their report” (Alexander page 5).

ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). Cape Charles and Lewes Canal. Map No. 2.
[Baltimore:] Topographical Office. [Map] No. 3. Dec.r 1835.

Single sheet (19 x 30 6/8 inches). A fine, detailed and accurate original manuscript map
drawn in pen and red ink, showing the proposed route of the Cape Charles and Lewes
Canal in red ink along White’s Creek to Bear Trap between Muddy Neck to Miller’s
Creek and Middle Neck Gut and out into Little Bay, and noting numerous homesteads,
roads, and contour lines for the creeks. Signed by “J.H. Alexander” lower right.

Provenance: Probable gift of Mrs Phillip T. Tyson to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
in January of 1878; deposited at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore from 1937, with
their ink stamp in the lower right-hand corner and their 20th-century shelfmarks: Md.
TH396 C3A6 Map No. 2 and Md. Map X835 M1 .E3 P53 1835 Part 2.

The third map used to illustrate Alexander’s report of 1835, of which he writes: “A map
of the location of the Canal from Assawoman, across the Turkey Branch creek to White’s
creek in the State of Delaware. This will be probably the final location” (Alexander page

5).
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ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). Cape Charles and Lewes Canal. Map No. 3.
[Baltimore:] Topographical Office. [Map] No. 4. Dec.r 1835.

Single sheet (15 x 38 inches). A fine, detailed and accurate original manuscript map
drawn in pen and red ink, showing the proposed route of the Cape Charles and Lewes
Canal in red ink along the Delaware Beach to Lewes and on to Rehooboth Bay, and
noting numerous homesteads, roads, and contour lines for the creeks. Signed by J.H.
Alexander lower right.

Provenance: Probable gift of Mrs Phillip T. Tyson to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
in January of 1878; deposited at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore from 1937, with
their ink stamp in the lower right-hand corner and their 20th-century shelfmarks: Md.
TH396 C3A6 Map No. 3 and Md. Map X835 M1 .E3 P53 1835 Part 3.

The fourth map used to illustrate Alexander’s report of 1835, or which he writes: “A map
of the location from Rehoboth bay, at Warren’s creek, to Woolff’s branch of Lewes
creek” (Alexander page 5).

ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). Profiles of the Several Routes Selected for the
Canal connecting the Chesapeake and Delaware Bays by the Commissioners: No. 1. Lane
for a Canal from Lewes Creek to Rehoboth Bay (in the State of Delaware); No. 2.
Embracing the Line for a Canal from White’s Creek to Assawoman Creek (in the State of
Delaware); No. 3. Line for a Canal from Trap Creek to Herring Creek (in the State of
Maryland). [Baltimore:] Topographical Office. No. 5. Dec.r 1835.

Single sheet ((22 4/8 x 37 2/8 inches). A fine, detailed and accurate original manuscript
map drawn in pen and ink showing the depths of the median tide along the three routes.
Signed by J.H. Alexander lower right.

Provenance: Probable gift of Mrs Phillip T. Tyson to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
in January of 1878; deposited at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore from 1937, with
their ink stamp in the lower right-hand corner and their 20th-century shelfmarks: Md.
TH396 C3A65 Map and Md. Map X835 M1 .E18 P53 1835.

The fifth map used to illustrate Alexander’s report of 1835, and essentially an
accompaniment to maps 2,3, and 4. The first and sixth maps prepared, but not present
here were: “A chart of the headlands between Chincotigue inlet and Fenwick’s island”
and “The Project of the triangles to be made use of in the survey of the Rehoboth bay™.
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THE CHOPTANK AND BLACKWATER CANAL

ALEXANDER, John Henry (1812-1867). Map of the Proposed Canal Between the
Choptank and Blackwater Rivers. [Baltimore:] Topographical Office. No. 7. Dec.r 1835.

Single sheet (17 6/8 x 25 6/8). A fine, detailed and accurate original manuscript map
drawn in pen and red and black ink, showing the proposed route of the proposed canal
along the Blackwater River to the town of Cambridge and Cambridge Creek in red ink,
and noting homesteads, roads, and contour lines, a profile of the canal route depth is inset
along the bottom edge, all within an elaborate black border. Signed by J.H. Alexander
lower right.

Provenance: Probable gift of Mrs Phillip T. Tyson to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
in January of 1878; deposited at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore from 1937, with
their ink stamp in the lower right-hand corner and their 20th-century shelfmarks: Md.
TH396 C66 A59 and Md. Map X835 D P53 1835.

“Thisis a Canal of Navigation, to unite the waters of the Choptank river, at or near
Cambridge, with the waters of the Blackwater river — a stream which, taking its rise about
two and a half miles south of the town of Cambridge, has a course of about twenty miles
south and east, to join in a gulf of the Chesapeake, called Fishing bay... the course of the
canal can easily be carried along the ravine of this arm, through a narrow neck of firm
land, and then down a natural sink, the head of the Blackwater stream”™ (Alexander pages
6-7).

Alexander outlines the many advantages connecting the two waterways by a canal. “The
basin of the Blackwater and the Transquaking (for they are virtually the same) abounds in
timber — some of good quality for building purposes — all of excellent growth for fuel.
These articles, supposing them at the mouth of the river, have still a distance of 70 miles
to their nearest market, Annapolis; and of 100, nearly, if they are carried to Baltimore,
while from Cambridge, the distances are respectively about 43 and 70 miles... an
arithmetical saving of nearly thirty-three and a third per cent in time. That saving will be
found during about five months of the year, with the probabilities of prevalent winds, to
amount actually to about 70 percent — a gain of no inconsiderable account, when it is
considered that time is always money, and often more” (Alexander page 6). Alexander
also makes the case for establishing systems of drainage in connection with the canal,
which would create habitable land of about 100 square miles.
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